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(For  Broadcast  Use  Only) 
::bjcct:     "PREVENTING  MOISTURE  IIT  JARIvIHOUSE. "     Information  from  the  Bureau  of 
Agricultural  Sn^^ineering,  U.S. Department  of  Agri  culture. 
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Ac-ide  from  stractural  damage  rad  the  mcna.ce  to  the  health  of  a  family, 
;ccc5sive  dampness  in  a  hotise  is  an  aggravation  to  a  homcmaker.     She  must  cope 
with  the  results  \\hen  po^int  blisters  off  walls  £\nd  v;oodwork.    Or  v;hen  some  of  the 
rooms  become  practically  useless  because  of  da'-.ipnoss.     Or  when  mold  and  mildev; 
injure  clothing  or  furnishings  or  v;allpaper. 

Barring  floods,  engineers  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  soy  there 
'.ro  5  chief  reasons  why  houses  become  damp.    One,  improperlj''  drained  sites;  two, 
rain  or  snow  penetrating  the  v/all s  or  roof;  throe ,  condensation  of  moisture  from 
-:jiip  air  on  cool  surfaces;  four ,  vapor  from  housekeeping  operations  or  he  at  i  ng 
equipment;  and  five,  defective  plumbing. 

Women  are  more  directly  concerned  with  condensation  on  cool  s^irfaces,  and 
with  va-Qor  from  household  processes,  than  with  other  causes  of  moisture,  lor 
eiample,  damipness  may  prevent  a  family  from  having  a  much  desired  recreation  room 
in  the  basement.    And  it  isn't  safe  for  anyone  to  sleep  in  a  damp  basement, 

A  simple  method  of  preventing  condensation  in  the  cellar  is  to  permit  out- 
ride air  to  enter  only  when  it  is  cooler  than  the  inside  temperature.    By  so  doing 
the  cool  outside  air  is  xvarracd  and  it  will  take  up  rather  than  deposit  moisture, 
"i  cool  nights  in  summer  it' s  a  good  plan  to  freshen  the  air  inside  a  cellar-  or 

entire  house-  and  then  close  up  ever^'thing  early  in  the  morning  before  the 
"'itsidc  tcnpcratxiro  rises  appreciably. 

In  cool  vrcathcr,  on  the  other  hand,  the  trick  is  to  rai  se  the  inside  tern- 
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pcraturc  of  the  house  Tdjt  running  the  heating  plant.     This  raises  the  moisture- 
carrying  capacity  of  the  air  and  dries  the  house  out.    Ventilation  is  necessary 
while  a  house  is  "being  dried. 

Many  housekeepers  do  not  realize  that  when  gas,  kerosene,  or  gasoline  is 
used  for  cooking  or  emergency  heating,  the  products  of  combustion  add  a  consider- 
able amount  of  moisture  to  the  air  in  the  rooms  if  allowed  to  escape  directly  into 
the  house.    In  general,  the  engineers  say,  all  room  heaters  should  he  connected  to 
chimneys. 

Moisture  resulting  from  operations  in  the  kitchen  or  laundry  is  sometimes 
difficult  to  control.     There  are  several  v;ays  of  managing,  however.    Most  kitchens 
and  laundries  can  he  shut  off  entirely  from  the  rest  of  the  house  while  cooking 
or  vrashin^;  are  going  on.    The  hoods  of  stoves  and  other  equipment  can  oc  connected 
to  chimney  flues  for  ventilation.     These  shouJ.d  not  be  the  same  flues  that  are 
used  for  the  heating  plant.    Or  the  hoods  can  he  ventilated  through  vents  in  the 
roof  or  outside  wa]. Is,    Dampers  or  slides  in  these  flues  will  prevent  the  escape  of 
hoat  v^iion  the  equipment  is  not  in  use.     Some  air  circulation  to  carry  off  moisture 
can  be  provided  by  opening  windovjs  and  transoms  on  outside  doors.    Exliaust  fans 
arc  frequently  used, 

Vrncn  moisture  condenses  on  cold  windoi^r  panes-  sometimes  freezing  in  v/inter  - 
may  drip  down  over  v/oodwork  or  plaster  and  ruin  the  finish.     This  nuisance  may 
oc  checked  if  not  too  pronounced  by  opening  both  the  top  ajid  bottom  sash  a  small 
'rack  to  set  up  a  greater  movement  of  air  across  the  glass. 

In  the  bathroom  steam  from,  hot  water  condenses  very  readily  on  shiny  tile 
and  ,3lossy  enamel  v/oodvrork.    Glossy  enamel  v/ill  peel  off  walls  and  woodwork  in  a 
jathroom  or  kitchen  sooner  than  v;ill  a  flat-finish  paint.     Immediately  after  talcing 
a  warm  oath,  one  should  open  the  window  or  a  ventilator  to  allow  cool  air  to  ujry 
■•'•e  walls.    If  this  is  delayed  only  a  short  time,  the  vralls  of  the  ba.throom  will 
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absorb  a  considerable  amount  of  water.  Linen  closets  in  bathrooms  should  be  veil 
ventilated  to  prevent  mildew.  Better  still,  the  main  supply  of  linen  can  be  kept 
elsc\>herG,  leaving  only  a  fcv/  extra  pieces  in  the  bathroom  closet, 

An,Y  poorly  ventilated  closet  may  be  a  source  of  trouble  with  dampness  during 
long-continued  v.'et  v/eathcr.    Clothing  in  such  closets  may  become  musty  or  mildew, 
-.'o  grilled  opcnin^-s  in  the  closet  door- -one  near  the  bottom  and  one  near  the  top- 
will  often  ventilate  the  closets  suf  f  ici  cntlj?-. 

Mildew  commonly  develops  during  v/arm  muggy  sunmer  weather,  espcci.:^.ll?/  if  the 
rise  has  been  closed  up.    Mildew  is  a  fujigus  growth.     It  thrives  in  damp,  poorljr 
ventilated,  badly  li;-:hted  locations.     Smishinc  and  dryness  are  the  best  preventions 
of  this  trouble.     Starting  the  heati:ig  plant,  even  in  summer,  is  a  good  \;ay  to  dry 
out  the  house  ?jid  get  rid  of  nildev/.    Windov^s  and  doors  should  be  opened  vdde  for 
air  circuln.  tion. 

Wallpaper  that  has  been  spotted  by  mildew  is  difficult  to  clean  and  it  is 
^aally  best  to  tear  it  off  and  redecorate.     Clotlies  and  household  linens  that  have 
ecome  badly  spotted  with  mildew  are  very  difficult  to  clean.    Often  they  cannot 
"e  cleaned  at  all. 

Musty  odors  will  generally  disappear  if  the  house  is  well-ventilated.  Heat- 
ing sometimes  aids  ventilation.    Deodorants  and  disinfectants  are  not  usually 
effective. 

To  sum  up:     Ventilation-  fresh  air-  aids  appreciably  in  drying  out  dampness 
resulting  from  condensation  and  household  operation.    3i.it  for  a  perma:ient  cure  of 
■'■•3  trouble,  the  cause  must  be  sought  and  proper  steps  talccn  to  eliminate  it. 


